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Ethics and materials

Santiago Huerta is professor of Project and Structural Calculation 
at the Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Madrid (ETSAM), 
Spain. Having chaired numerous conferences on construction history, 
including the First International Congress on Construction History 
in Madrid in 2003, he gave a strong impetus to the international 
development of Construction History as a research discipline. During 
the past twenty years, Santiago also worked as a consultant analyzing 
historical constructions.  

Combining theoretical expertise with practical insights from his work 
as a consultant, Santiago will discuss the issue of Ethics and Materials. 
As masonry cannot resist tension, cracks can almost be considered 
as inherent to masonry structures. Nevertheless, more often than not, 
out of fear or due to ignorance, the discovery of cracks often leads to 
drastic interventions. Can we consider such unnecessary and costly 
interventions, which detract from the heritage value, to be ethical?

This Master Class is organised in the framework of the course ‘Theoretical Reflections on Monument Care’ by prof. Stephanie Van de Voorde. The course is part of the educational programmes of Master in Architectural Engineering and Master in 
Urban Studies (VUB and ULB). In this course, (international) experts in the field are invited to talk about particular themes and topics related to their expertise during a Master Class. As the course is mainly organised online due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, we seize the opportunity to open these Master classes for a wider audience. When joining the online session, please take into account the basic etiquette rules for online meetings (e.g. mute your microphone, raise your digital hand 
before asking a question during the Q&A at the end of the lecture). For more information, contact stephanie.van.de.voorde@vub.be

This lecture is organized 
within the research project: 
Brick Vaults and Beyond. The 
Transformation of a Historical 
Structural System. This project 
has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 
2020 research and innovation 
programme under the Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie grant 
agreement No 833030
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