
Sara E. Wermiel, independent scholar, historic preservation consultant. 
Research affiliate, MIT Program in Science, Technology & Society 
and adjunct professor, Boston University. Sara’s research focuses on 
the history of 19th-century American technology, industrialization, 
and urbanization, especially the development of new materials and 
assemblies for constructing buildings in the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Sara received a doctorate in urban history and history of technology from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She also has a degree in 
urban planning and has worked in city planning, housing and other public 
sector agencies. She studied historic warehouses in Flanders (2012), and 

in 2016, she was a Fellow with the Brussels Centre for Urban Studies, 
when she studied historic preservation regulations and incentives in 
Flanders and Brussels.

From an international comparative perspective, Sara will discuss two 
key elements of built heritage preservation: historic resource identification 
and registration, and protection of groupings of historic properties. She 
will present the practice in the United States, specifically, the national 
level registration program (National Register of Historic Places) and 
property protection through Local Historic District regulations in the 
state of Massachusetts.
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Two key elements of American historic preservation 
planning: property registration and historic district 

This Master Class is organised in the framework of the course ‘Theoretical Reflections on Monument Care’ by prof. Stephanie Van de Voorde. The course is part of the educational programmes of Master in Architectural Engineering and Master in 
Urban Studies (VUB and ULB). In this course, (international) experts in the field are invited to talk about particular themes and topics related to their expertise during a Master Class. As the course is mainly organised online due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, we seize the opportunity to open these Master classes for a wider audience. When joining the online session, please take into account the basic etiquette rules for online meetings (e.g. mute your microphone, raise your digital hand 
before asking a question during the Q&A at the end of the lecture). For more information, contact stephanie.van.de.voorde@vub.be
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